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FEDERAL GRAND JURY INDICTS MIDLAND DOCTORS

U.S. Attorney Johnny Sutton announced this morning the arrests of and federal grand jury
indictment charging Dr. Piyush V. Patel, a cardiologist and owner of Heart Place Hospital in
Midland, and his wife, Dr. Meenakshi P. Patel, a Midland psychiatrist, with conspiring to
defraud Medicare, Medicaid and Federal Employees Health Benefit Plan (FEHBP).

According to the 45-count indictment returned yesterday, from January 15, 2003, to present, Dr.
Piyush Patel, together with his wife, knowingly implemented a scheme to defraud Medicare by
obtaining monies from Medicare, Medicaid and FEHBP claims despite being banned from doing
so because of a previous fraud-related felony conviction.  The indictment states that Dr. Piyush
Patel received a government-wide suspension after pleading guilty in June 2002 to one count of
Misprision of Felony in the Northern District of Texas.  In order to continue fraudulently
collecting payments, Dr. Piyush Patel began submitting medical claims for cardiology-related
treatment he performed by using names of other physician’s along with his wife’s provider
numbers.  The indictment alleges that the scheme was intended to cause a loss to the United
States of more than $1 million.

Both defendants are charged with one count of conspiracy to commit Health Care Fraud. 
Additionally, Dr. Piyush Patel is charged with 36 counts of Health Care fraud; Dr. Meenakshi P.
Patel, eight counts of making a false statement to a federal agency. 

This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Assistant United States
Attorney John Klassen is prosecuting this case on behalf of the Government.

An indictment is a formal accusation of criminal conduct, not evidence of guilt. The
defendants are presumed innocent unless and until convicted through due process of law.
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